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Belgium : example of successful eradication of African Swine Fever

WO 5FS Cormimdties - Thesmatic Sessbon on African Swing Fever - 23 Monch 2021

Dr. Jearn-Frangoss HEYRMANS dvm
Chéaf waterinary Officer of Belgium — Dep. Dalegata 1o the OIE
Darector genaral - DG Control Polioy (FASFC) be

Overview

Belgian context & preparedness

Outbreak ASF in wild boar & European regionalisation
Measures ASF in wild boar

Measures ASF in domestic pigs

Last ASF cases in wild boar

Eradication of ASF in Belgium : free status EU + OIE
Post-crisis measures in wild boar and domestic pigs
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1. Belgian context & preparedness L

Competences B Stakeholders in Belgium

Federal level : Food chain safaty (incl. &n & Pl Health) => Demestic animal health

‘ ' Exports [sanitary aspacts - 5P5) - EU and third country relations o
W0 & OIE dalegate

Regional level : Hunting, Mature and Forests == Wild animal health
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Other Partners : Labs (Ref, Labs & First line Labs) &, @oLESE EEED Aso

Professional agricultural organisations, veterinarians, hunters, etc ..

Before the cutbreak : strong preparedness & network between ASF (potential) partners
== pational taskforce ASF, working group Wildlife etc,

== RAPID DETECTION == RAPID — ADEQUATE — EFFICIENT RESPONSE
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2. Outbreak ASF in wild boar & Regionalisation (EU Rules & OIE Principles) (hi =mses
-
First outbreak ASF in wild boar in Belgium {Walloon Region) on 13 September 2018
=> Rapid detection (mandatory notification of cadavers) => rapid response
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3. Measures ASF in wild boar
Principles

+ Standstill of all acthvities in the infected Zone (hunting, forestry work and tourlsm|
== gvasd the spread of the diseaszs

Goal and only political &
aperationns priority

Eradication

< Intensive search for dead wild boar and the remowval out of tha forest
< All dead and hunted wild boar in ASF zones are sampled, analyzed by the national referenca lab and destroyed

< Quitk and complete depopulation in the area surrounding the infected zane + contalnmeant of the virus by & netwark
of wild boar-prood fences (more than 300kmi]

< After few months : Progressive and contrelled reauthaorization of certain activities & Full Depopulation in the area

By Autharities, Traps,...)
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4. Measures ASF in domestic pigs

1

o bowr antek|ished by the

Preventive & Surveillance measures already in place by lesgizslation before the crisis
Such as blosecurity measures on the farm (prevent contact with wild boar, ...) -

+ "passive” surveillance + enhanced awareness

Dutbreak == 2 weeks == Preventive culling of all the pigs in the provisional lnfected
rone + ban on repopulation = after this : risk of introduction of ASF in plg farms very low

Compensation for culled animals _— e

+ compensation for absence of activity T ﬁ-ﬁ A
-\____\__ P B L

=» Acceptance by farmers — e

NE : region with very few, and onily small pig forms

Mew general measures since outhreak : assembly farbidden, restrictions on movements
+when any clinical symptom -> sampling for ASF + Restrictions in the zone (EU Regul.)

BIOSECURITY enforcement : vearly mandatory evaluation VE:-:_;;-:n-a::_t_:
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5. Last ASF cases in wild boar

Stabilization of the situation since beginning of August 2015

.._l!!"._-l !'ulF.IIII I!_Illw_..'!l.-l.. .

+ + '

e
e S [T
. =

L _—
F“ﬁ et S e

since beginning of August 2019 (last fresh carcass positive) onlby & other positive cases (old bones)
-= last “case” |ald bones) an 4™ of March 2020 dates back from a dead wild boar 6 months ago

== singe end of September 2019 no virus circulation anymere in wild boar pepulation in Belgium

= GOALREACHED : ERADICATION of ASF in WILD BOARS + NEVER INFECTIOM 1M DOMESTIC PIGS

+ No “axport” of the disease by applying regionalization principlesfrules
Corts authorities [Without counting aiready exieting FTI used] ; » 20 &0Wan Furer (> 24 AMillon U5 Dollors]
“Casts” plp Srctar: = JEI Milan suras
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6. Eradication of ASF in Belgium : free status EU + OIE
In short period of time, 1 year, Belgium succesfully eradicated this disease from

its territory
== 1 year after eradication, 2 years after the 1st case : Free Status

HEALTH AMD FOOO SAFETY

European Commission lifted the restricted ASF zones in Belgium on the 20th of
Mowvember 2020, decision published on the 23th of November 2020

vt el mropa mleg sb-conben EERUTHT THT ML o =0E LER:3 202000 7 L& from= BN

I 4 Protecting aniowels, preserving our julure
Free status OIE in all suidae recovered on the 1st of October 2020, approved by
the OIE an the 22nd of December 3020
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7. Post-crisis measures in wild boar and domestic pigs

In wild boar measures will be malntained (at least untill March 20232
= fence netwark
# reduction of wild boar population
« [enhanced) passive + active surveillance
= awareness campaigns for hunters, forestry workers ete.

| ic pigs:

w restocking of pig farmsis possible again since Ministerial Decree [
of 25" of January 2021 -= only under strict application of /
biosecurity measures|

= assembly of plgs still forbidden but restrictions on movements are |ifted

= enhanced passive surveillance in pig farms is maintained !

# in addition : active surveillance

» awareness campaigns for pig farmers, veterinarians etc,

=enforced biosecurity measures in place ST

emmu_

Information— Links to wehsites
- : a "
o AFSCA/FASFCFR=EMNG | e
hitt . afsea. b
hitt s afsca. be fbusinesssectorsfanimal productionfanimalhealthfafricansvinefever
o Walloon Region
hiktps v w allonde, be'r factualites fmesures-de-Jutbe-contre-la- peste-porncine- aficalne
o EU Commission

Edu-:atlnna.l il 2 E'{gwww :gnutuhe- mm,l"_.';at-:n'-'-.r:e:,g-mvd—lllm&fea:ure-ﬂutu b
- OIE

http S ole.intfenfanineal-health-in-the-wiorld fanimal-diseases fafrican-seins-fovar

o Scientific Committes’s opinions [Belgium]
hitpsf e faoe-afaca fpov.be ublicationsfa
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Fedaral Apency Tor e Salety of the Food Chain
{FASFC)

Thank you for your attention !

Dr. Jean-Frangeis HEYMANS dvrn
Chaaf Waterinary Officer of Belgium - Dep, Dalegata to tha OIE
Darector genaral - DG Control Polbicy (FASFC)
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