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Outline
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• Overview of ASF situation in the EU

• EU experience – major challenges for ASF 
control in wild boar

• EU initiatives - some examples

• Key messages
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1. Lithuania (1/2014)

2. Poland (1/2014)

3. Latvia (6/2014)

4. Estonia (7/2015) – last ASF 
outbreak in pigs 9/2017

5. Romania (7/2017)

6. Hungary (4/2018) – only in wild 
boar

7. Bulgaria (6/2018)

8. Belgium (9/2018) – only in wild
boar, no new cases since 08/2019

9. Slovakia (7/2019)

10. Greece (2/2020) – one outbreak in 
pigs

Czechia – 6/2017, free from ASF since
02/2019

Sardinia, IT - from 1978, genotype I

ASF in the EU in 2014-2020

Map. ASF in the EU in 2020. European Commission

ASF cases in wild boar

ASF outbreaks in domestic pigs



ASF cases in wild boar in the EU 
2014-2020* (ADNS data)
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YEAR 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 TOTAL

POLAND 30 53 80 741 2443 2477 1927 7751

LITHUANIA 45 111 303 1328 1446 464 75 3772

HUNGARY - - - - 138 1605 1536 3279

LATVIA 148 752 865 947 685 369 91 3857

ROMANIA - - - - 182 693 405 1280

ESTONIA 41 723 1052 637 231 80 19 2783

BELGIUM - - - - 163 482 3 648

BULGARIA - - - - 5 165 207 377

SLOVAKIA - - - - - 27 56 83

GREECE - - - - - - - -

TOTAL 264 1639 2300 3653 5293 6362 4319 23830

SARDINIA (IT)** 70 76 166 110 67 63 32 272

** ASFV - genotype I * Up to 17/04/2020



Major challenges for ASF control in 
wild boar
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ASFV: the extreme environmental resistance

Challenge: a virus survival during winter in wild boar
infected carcasses.

ASFV: high lethality but low contagiousity

Challenge: High probability of a new cycle in the
area.
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V. Guberti, BTSF training courses 
on ASF (2019) 
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V. Guberti, BTSF training courses 
on ASF (2019) 



Major challenges for ASF control in 
wild boar

12

ASFV: local 
persistence even at 
low densities of wild 
boar

Challenge: no threshold 
of wild boar density that 
would not allow 
sustaining ASF in the 
environment.

V. Guberti, BTSF training 
courses on ASF (2019) 



Natural spread of ASF in wild boar 
populations
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• The speed of natural propagation of ASF in wild
boar populations –

between 2.9 and 11.7 km/year*.

*The median velocity of infection in Belgium, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia,

Lithuania and Poland (EFSA, 2020).



Major challenges for 
ASF control in wild 

boar
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Human mediated spread

Challenge: ‘long jumps’ of ASF.

September 2018
Belgium

November 2019
West of Poland

June 2017
Czechia



Major challenges for ASF control in 
wild boar
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Increase in the 
density of 
wild boar 
populations in 
last decades

Challenge: 
Probability of 
ASF occurrence 
and spread 
increases.



Main EU initiatives on ASF
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1. Preparedness

2. Scientific advice 

3. Research

4. Legislation

5. Guidance to MSs
• Best practices

6. Regionalization

7. Border controls

8. Audits

9. Financial support

10. Public awareness

11. Urgent intervention 
• EUVET

12. International

cooperation 
• GFTADS
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Workshop on ASF 
epidemiology and 
relevance of wild 
boar density 
16-17 October 
2018, Parma

OVERVIEW OF EFSA’S ASSESSMENTS ON ASF

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/topics/topic/african-swine-fever

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Scientific review 
on ASF

WORKSHOP: 
“Epidemiological 
and risk factors 
analysis of 
African swine 
fever” 
Riga, Latvia
June 2016

WORKSHOP: 
Harmonization of 
data collection in 
the Baltic countries 
and Poland
Parma, Italy
November 2015

WORKSHOP: 
“Epidemiological 
and risk factors 
analysis of 
African swine 
fever” 
Riga, Latvia
June 2017

Examples of EU initiatives 

Scientific advice



Specific EU legislation on ASF – CID 
2014/709
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EU regionalisation based on risk 
assessment:

• Part I: ASF not present. High risk, buffer 
zone.

• Part II: ASF only in wild boar. 
• Part III: ASF in domestic pigs and wild 

boar.
• Part IV: specific endemic situation in 

Sardinia

Examples of EU initiatives

Legislation/regionalisation

• In line with OIE standard
• Recognized internationally (WTO)
• Online interactive map 

+ Principles and criteria for ASF 
regionalization:
https://ec.europa.eu/food/sites/food/files/animals/docs/ad_control-
measures_asf_wrk-doc-sante-2015-7112.pdf 



Specific information obligations on 
ASF in the EU: CID 2014/709
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• public awareness campaigns

• on major land infrastructure route

• visible and prominent manner

• should be easily understood by 
travellers coming from, and going to, 
the areas at risk

• to specifically identified target 
audiences (e.g. truck drivers)

Examples of EU initiatives

Legislation/awareness



Harmonised measures in the EU

Strategic approach to the management of ASF for the EU:
https://ec.europa.eu/food/sites/food/files/animals/docs/ad_control-measures_asf_wrk-doc-sante-2015-7113.pdf

Detailed guidance on wild boar management:

(i) in all areas (ii) free areas (iii) free areas bordering infected
areas (iv) infected areas (to eradicate) (v) infected areas (to
control), e.g.:

• Passive surveillance

• Containment and isolation (e.g. fencing)

• Active patrolling and search of carcasses

• Tailor made hunting in different areas

• Biosecurity

• Trapping

• Prohibition of sustained feeding

• Awareness and cooperation
20

Examples of EU initiatives 

Guidance



New! National action plans on wild 
boar management in the context of 

ASF prevention, control and 
eradication
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• All Member States (where appropriate) should have in place such plans
by the end of 2020.

• Coordinated national efforts and closer partnerships between
relevant governmental and non-governmental sectors

• A coordinated approach to prevent, control and eradicate ASF and
long-term actions related to wild boar in a view of the ASF risk.

• All relevant sectors in addition to animal health or wild life
management should have a sense of ‘ownership’ of the measures
against ASF.

Examples of EU initiatives 

Guidance



Best practices: the Czech Republic

04.2018-02.2019

06.2017-04.2018

CZ presentation at the PAFF (25/02/2019)
https://ec.europa.eu/food/sites/food/files/animals/docs/ad_control-measures_asf_presentation-wild-boar-czech-rep.pdf 

GF-TADs / BTSF event (13 March 2019)
http://web.oie.int/RR-Europe/eng/Regprog/en_GF_TADS%20-%20Standing%20Group%20ASF.htm



Best practices: Belgium 
since September 2018

09.2018-08.2019 08.2019-04.2020*

* Last cases notified in ADNS – remainings (e.g. bones) of wild boar that were dead for more than 3-6 months 



Effective combination of control measures 
that have been applied in Belgium 
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• Artificial boundaries in controlling/slowing/stopping
the spread of ASF:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z-yORL1k7xw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z-yORL1k7xw
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Application of best practises
ASF in western Poland –November 2019 (fences)
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Application of best practises
ASF in western Poland –November 2019 (trapping)



New practises
ASF in western Poland –November 2019 (drones)
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Examples of EU cooperation on ASF: hunters

Sofia (BG) TAIEX workshop on 
wildlife diseases: 03/2018

Dortmund (DE) conference 
‘Preparing European Hunters to 
eradicate African swine fever’: 
01/2019

Noordwijk (NL) conference ‘Wild’ 
challenges for hunting and 
conservation’: 04/2019

Examples of EU initiatives 

Awareness

https://www.face.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/ASF_recommendations_document_EN.pdf

https://www.face.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/ASF-Recommednations-EN.pdf



• Team of highly experienced field experts
• Can be mobilised within 24h
• Provide tailor made recommendations
• Field visits on the spot

EU Veterinary Emergency Team 
EUVET: 2018-2019 missions on ASF

* on ASF preparedness
https://ec.europa.eu/food/animals/animal-diseases/emergency-team_en

Hungary April 2018

Romania June 2018

Romania July 2018

Bulgaria* August 2018

Bulgaria September 2018

Belgium September 2018

Belgium October 2018

France* October 2018

Belgium January 2019

Romania February 2019

Belgium April & May 2019

Luxembourg* May 2019

Bulgaria July 2019

Serbia August 2019

Slovakia August 2019

Poland November 2019

Serbia December 2019

Germany* January 2020

Hungary January 2020

Poland February 2020

Greece February 2020

Examples of EU initiatives 

Urgent intervention



EU international cooperation: 
GF-TADs (FAO/OIE): 

14 meetings of the Standing Group of Experts on ASF in Europe since 2014:

• Bern (22/09/14) - Kick-off

• Minsk (1-2/12/14) – Wild boar management

• Tallinn (11-12/02/15) – backyard holding management

• Moscow (15-16/03/16) - reviewing the outcome of the ASF filed visits

• Lisbon (19/09/16) - ASF situation and planning actions

• Vilnius (28-29/11/16) - ASF situation and planning actions

• Paris (23/05/17) - ASF situation and planning actions

• Moldova (20-21/09/17) – awareness and communication

• Kiev (22-23/03/2018) - cross border cooperation addressing (legal and) irregular movements 
of pigs and their products

• Paris (22/05/18) - ASF situation and planning actions

• Warsaw (September 2018) - ASF epidemiology in wild boar population and in the environment

• Prague, SGE ASF12 (11-12 March 2019) – building up on the Czech Republic experience in 
eradicating ASF in wild boar

• Paris (29/5/19) - ASF situation and planning actions

• Sofia (10-11/9/19) - ASF outbreaks investigation and data collection

• Next/virtual (06/05/2020)  - Update on the countries’ situation and 
ASF management in the framework of the Covid-19 crisis

12 Field visits by GFTADs experts in Belarus, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Russia, Ukraine, 
Moldova, the Czech Republic, Romania, Bulgaria and Belgium. 

Examples of EU initiatives

International cooperation



Key messages
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• Hunting biosecurity should be an ''everyday''
practice (handbook)

• Tailor made long-term strategy on wild boar
populations: Reducing wild boar densities can limit
disease spread and persistence (e.g. a complete
feeding ban)

• Ban on cross-border trade of wild boar

• Specific hunting regulations and depopulation
actions depending on the zone

• Passive surveillance is the most important tool for
early detection = urgent response!

http://web.oie.int/RR-Europe/eng/eng/Regprog/docs/docs/GF-TADs%20Handbook_ASF_WILDBOAR%20version%202018-09-25.pdf



A ‘baseline’ for effective passive 
surveillance
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• As a rough guide, the number of carcasses detectable
each year is approximately 1% of the total adult
population (assuming 10% annual mortality and 10% of
carcasses detectable) - the number of carcasses that
should be detected on an ongoing basis

• Set up, maintain and periodically evaluate systems of
passive surveillance, in particular for early detection of
ASF in wild boar. It will also further assist in defining the
geographic extent of the infected wild boar population

• Active surveillance – certain scientific value, building
evidence to regain ASF-free status



Key messages
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• When an epidemic is ongoing, certain activities that may
increase the movement of wild boar should be avoided (e.g.
intensive drive hunts, feeding)

• Minimizing environmental viral load should be a top-priority
(e.g. carcass search and safe removal)

• A regular dialogue between all involved stakeholders

• Sharing of knowledge from experience and science

• Cross border and international cooperation

• Coordinated approach is crucial (EU’s experience)
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Thank you! 

https://ec.europa.eu/food/animals/animal-
diseases/control-measures/asf_en


